
 
 

AGENDA 
HISTORIC SITES COMMITTEE 

DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel  
Bluebonnet Room 
303 W 15th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 
October 28, 2021 

1:00 p.m. 
(or upon the adjournment of the 12:30 p.m. preceding History Programs Committee, whichever occurs later) 

 
 
This meeting of the THC Historic Sites committee has been properly posted with the Secretary of State’s Office according to the provisions of the Texas Open 
Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code. The members may discuss and/or take action on any of the items listed in the agenda. 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

A. Committee member introductions 
B. Establish quorum 
C. Recognize and/or excuse absences 
 

2. Consider approval of the July 26, 2021, Historic Sites Committee meeting minutes 
 

3. Consider approval of Phase I Assessment for Presidio La Bahia – (Item 14.2) 
 

4. Consider approval of CenterPoint Energy Easement at Varner-Hogg Plantation SHS – (Item 14.3) 
 

5. Consider approval of the purchase of a house at San Felipe de Austin SHS – (Item 14.4) 
 

6. Consider approval of a resolution in support of the Dark Sky Certification at Texas Historical 
Commission State Historic Sites – (Item 14.5)  
 

7. Historic Sites Facilities Report 
 

8. Report on the IMLS Grant 
 

9. Update on San Jacinto Operating Agreement and Management Plan 
 

10. Update on the Levi Jordan Plantation Business Plan and Site Development 
 

11. Update on the Sabine Pass Battleground Business Plan and Site Development 
 

12. Deputy Executive Director of Historic Sites Update 
 

13. Adjournment 
 

NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS: Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or 
services such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or hearing impaired, readers, large print or Braille, are requested to contact Esther Brickley at (512) 463-
5768 at least four (4) business days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 



 
 

HISTORIC SITES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Capitol Extension 
Room E1.030 

1400 N. Congress Ave. 
Austin, TX 78701 

July 26, 2021 
 

Note: For the full text of action items, please contact the Texas Historical Commission at P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX  78711 
or call 512.463.6100.  

 
Commissioners in attendance:  John Crain (Chair), Jim Bruseth, Monica Zarate Burdette, David Gravelle, 
Laurie Limbacher, Catherine McKnight, and Pete Peterson. 
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Crain at 3:36 pm on July 26, 2021. Pursuant to the 
Governor’s March 16, 2020, suspension of certain provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act due to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), the July 26, 2021, meeting of the Historic Sites Committee will be held by 
videoconference as authorized under Texas Government Code section 551.127. The presiding officer and a 
quorum of the Historic Sites Committee will be present at the above-posted physical location. The public is 
invited to attend via Zoom using the registration link provided or in person in accordance with the 
instructions below. To attend by Zoom, registration is required: http://bit.ly/april26thcmeeting.  
For audio only access via telephone: 1(346) 248-7799 Webinar ID: 914 0970 3244  
The meeting had been posted to the Texas Register, was being held in conformance with the Texas Open 
Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 551 and that notice had been properly posted with the 
Secretary of State’s Office as required. 

 
A. Committee member introductions 
Chairman Crain welcomed all present and conducted roll call. 

 
B. Establish quorum 
Chairman Crain reported that a quorum was present and declared the meeting open. 

 
C. Recognize and/or excuse absences 
Absences:  Chairman Crain noted that there were no absences. 
 

2. Consider approval of the April 26, 2021, Historic Sites Committee meeting minutes 
Chairman Crain asked if anyone had any comments regarding the minutes. There being none, he called for a 
motion. Motion to approve the April 26, 2021, minutes was made by Commissioner Pete Peterson and 
seconded by Commissioner Catherine McKnight. Chairman Crain called for a vote. Vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 

3. Consider staff recommendation regarding the Phase I Evaluation of Old Fort Parker – (Item 14.2) 
Deputy Executive Director of Historic Sites Joseph Bell introduced Bill Irwin, Director of Historic Sites 
Operations to provide some background information on the Phase I assessment of Old Fort Parker. Irwin 
said that Old Fort Parker is jointly owned and operated by Limestone County, City of Mexia and City of 
Groesbeck. He noted that the stories of Cynthia Ann Parker, the Parker Family, and Quanah Parker are 
compelling and only partially explored at other THC properties. He further noted that the property is widely 
recognized as the original site of the Parker’s fort and the May 1836 raid consisting of Comanche, Kiowa, 
and Caddo tribes. Irwin continued stating that the site is need of significant repair and that local support is 

http://bit.ly/april26thcmeeting
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insufficient to sustain the investment required to make Old Fort Parker a viable long-term property within 
the network of THC Historic Sites. He concluded noting that the review committee recommends that the 
site not be considered for a phase two assessment at this time. Chairman Crain moved to send forward to the 
full commission and recommend approval of staff recommendation that the Phase I Evaluation of Old Fort 
Parker concluded that the site does not meet the criteria for acceptance as a THC State Historic Site and 
recommends that a Phase II study should not be authorized. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Peterson. After brief discussion, Chairman Crain called for a vote. Vote to approve was unanimous.  
 

4. Consider approval of utility easement at Caddo Mounds SHS – (Item 14.3)  
Bell introduced Glenn Reed, Historic Sites’ Chief Architect to provide background information on the 
Caddo Mounds power line easement. Reed said that the project includes a new, pad-mounted electrical 
transformer that will serve both the Phase I and Phase 2 buildings. He noted that because the utility provider 
owns the underground conductors that run from the power pole to the transformer, they require an access 
easement to allow them to repair or replace those lines as needed. Staff recommend that this easement be 
granted. Chairman Crain asked for a motion. Commissioner Laurie Limbacher moved to send forward to the 
full commission and recommend approval of the easement at Caddo Mounds State Historic Site. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Jim Bruseth. After some discussion on whether this new easement would 
disturb any potential artifacts, Reed and Bell both clarified that this new easement is being placed on 
previously disturbed ground and had been reviewed by the Archeology Division. Chairman Crain called for a 
vote. Vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

5. Consider acceptance of transfer of a parcel of land adjacent to the French Legation SHS –  
(Item 14.4)  
Referring to the map on the screen, Reed stated that the land adjacent to the French Legation is being 
donated by Aquila Commercial Real Estate. Reed stated that Aquila has purchased the two lots outlined in 
red. They are going to construct an office building on the larger lot to the south of our site, and in return for 
our support of a variance request related to the office building project, they agreed to donate the smaller lot 
to the State. Reed continued noting that ownership of this lot will be very beneficial, allowing us to build a 
second parking lot that will more than double our current parking capacity. Executive Director Mark Wolfe 
was asked to provide an explanation of how the land donation came about. He noted that the City of  Austin 
is granting the developers the variance and site development permits to add another story to their proposed 
building. As part of  THCs office building variance agreement with Aquila Commercial, LLC, the 
development company agreed to donate a small parcel of  land adjacent to the French Legation to the State. 
Bell noted that the agreement with Aquila provides access to their parking garage for after hours and 
weekends for special events and that we are to receive a $250,000 donation once the office building is 
complete. He further noted that the agreement also includes the construction of  a sidewalk along San 
Marcos Street, the east boundary of  the site. Chairman Crain moved to send forward to the full commission 
and recommend acceptance of the land donation adjacent to the French Legation State Historic Site. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson. Chairman Crain called for a vote. Vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 

6. Consider approval of update to the Eisenhower Birthplace Donor Recognition Plan – (Item 14.5) 
Bell introduced Anjali Zutshi, Executive Director of Friends of the THC to provide background information 
on the changes being recommended. Zutshi said that the Friends of the THC is coordinating a fundraising 
campaign for the Eisenhower Birthplace Capital Improvements Project. She stated that the original donor 
recognition plan was approved back in 2019 and since that time the scope of this project has been reduced 
due to availability of some TxDOT funding. Zutshi noted that we received a challenge grant from the WB 
Munson Foundation which requires us to raise $20,000 in this and next year to receive the grant funding. She 
noted that the Friends are working with local donors to raise that challenge funding. She explained that the 
original donor recognition plan put the level at $5000 for listing on the donor wall. The proposed amount for 
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the donor recognition is $1,000 and up. Chairman Crain moved to send forward to the full commission and 
recommend approval to amend to the Eisenhower Birthplace Donor Recognition Plan to include donors of 
$1000 and up on the donor wall. The motion was seconded by Commissioner McKnight. Chairman Crain 
called for a vote. Vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

7. Historic Sites Facilities Report 
Bell introduced Glenn Reed to give the facilities update. Reed noted that on the screen is the now-familiar 
graph showing the progress of the major architectural projects from planning through the end of 
construction. He stated that at the Villa de Austin project at San Felipe, the Allen Dwelling has been 
completed, and that we recently received the excellent news that the cost of rebuilding the burned 
courthouse will be covered by the consultant’s insurance policy. Bell confirmed that the consultant’s 
insurance company has agreed in writing to cover the full clean up, repair and replacement costs. The 
reconstruction process is now in motion and is expected to be completed in October.  
 
At Levi Jordan Plantation Reed said that the Learning Center Complex project is now 65 percent complete. 
Referencing the photo on the slide, he said that the visitor center will include a reception area with exhibits 
and retail, along with staff offices, an artifact processing lab, and a curatorial storage vault. He noted that the 
learning center will feature a large community room surrounded by a screened porch and a guest room wing 
to accommodate archeologists and other visiting groups. The project is scheduled for completion this fall.  
 
The Caddo Mounds visitor center project has been delayed 76 days by rainy weather, which prevented the 
Contractor from pouring the building slab or to run underground utilities. Reed noted that with dry weather 
now in the forecast, the Contractor is working quicky to make up for lost time.  
 
Reed said that the ruins stabilization projects at Fort Griffin and Fort Lancaster have been awarded and 
construction on both projects will begin in September. 
 
At Varner-Hogg Plantation, Reed noted that the contract engineers have completed the design development 
phase for the plantation house preservation project, which will include structural reinforcement, drainage 
improvements, and repairs to windows, doors, columns, and railings. Reed stated that this project will go out 
for bids in September. 
 
Reed noted that the Seawall repair project at Sabine Pass Battleground has also reached the end of the design 
development phase. This project will focus on repairing damage to the seawall attributed to Hurricane 
Harvey.  
 
Reed noted that construction contracts have been awarded for the repairs to the visitor center at the 
Magoffin Home and work will begin within the next few weeks. 
 
Reed continued noting that at Landmark Inn, the contract engineers have completed their assessment of our 
historic dam across the Medina River. They have concluded that the dam is in stable condition, but that 
some maintenance work would enhance its longevity. They are developing two sets of recommendations – a 
preservation approach that retains all existing materials, and a rehabilitation approach that would enhance the 
strength of the dam but would also alter its appearance. Staff will evaluate these options and discuss them 
with the Division of Architecture before we proceed.   
 
Reed said that in Anderson at the Fanthorp Inn, staff is planning an exterior preservation project to address 
badly deteriorated wood siding and shutters. This project will move forward in the new fiscal year.   
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Reed concluded stating that at Palmito Ranch Battlefield an engineer to design an elevated viewing platform 
to be located on THC property adjacent to the battlefield has been selected. The platform will include 
interpretive panels describing the battle and its significance. Referencing the photo on the screen, he noted 
that it was a conceptual rendering that staff created to convey the design intent to the engineers and expect 
that this will be significantly refined as the process proceeds.   
 

8. French Legation Neighborhood Projects Report 
Bell stated that the contract with Foodworks has been finalized and staff is working with the company on the 
buildout of the retail and café space. He said that the grand opening will be scheduled for this fall. Bell stated 
that the French Consul General from Houston, during a recent visit to the site, mentioned that the French 
Ambassador would like to be invited to the opening. Staff will work with the Consul General’s office to 
extend an invitation.  
 
The Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT) are in the construction phase of their new museum to the 
north of the property. Bell said that the opening is scheduled for Texas Independence Day 2022. Describing 
the images on the screen, he said that the first was a view of the construction taken from the Embassy Drive 
entry to the site’s parking lot and the second view was from the corner of San Marcos and 9th Street. Bell 
noted that staff will work with the DRT on some programming for the site. 
 
Bell continued noting the second project near the French Legation is Aquila’s new office building to the 
south of the property. He said that as part of THC’s support of the building’s height variance, THC will 
receive the lot and access to the building’s parking garage for afterhours events. 
 

9. Update on Levi Jordan Advisory Committee 
Bell stated that the Levi Jordan Advisory Committee has been meeting regularly with the architect and 
exhibit teams. He noted that the goal is to integrate the buildings into the cultural landscape, being sited 
within the historic site and that it is operationally connected to the landscape, archeological learning center, 
historic slave quarters and main house. Bell said that the visitor center will include museum store/cafe, five 
exhibit halls, community center and theater. He continued by describing the images being shown.  
 
Referencing the photos on the screen, he said the images of the proposed structure showed the entry plaza, 
interior connecting gallery, exterior view from the landscape. Bell noted that the budget estimate ranges from 
$43.7M to $53.1M 
 

10. Deaccession Report 2019 to 2021 
Describing the table on the screen, Bell said that the table details three years of deaccession with over 4000 
items deaccessioned. He noted that the largest percentage were not site associated and were transferred to 
the sites educational collection. Bell said that the smaller percentages were for missing inventory, poor 
condition with appropriate disposal, and out of the interpretive scope for the site and available to sell or 
surplus.  
 
Bell stated that a vast number of objects were brought to us from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 
Historic Sites curators have identified specific items that have direct provenience to the site. He noted that 
the cost to store, maintain, and conserve items is quite high, and staff want to ensure that we focus our 
resources on the items that have value to site’s mission. 
 

11. Update on Caddo Mounds Grass House 
Bell stated that Tony Souther, Caddo Mounds Site Manager, has been working with the local friends group. 
He continued with an overview of the budget with regards to the five percent cut, that equated to $125,000, 
which meant that we could no longer afford to rebuild the grass house. Bell said that with the eventual 
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budget restoration of the five percent cut to the project, $125,000 to be added back to the budget. $80,000 
was committed back to restoring the grass house. Bell noted that while in discussion with the Caddo Mounds 
Friends Group, it was realized that there was no funding in place to cover travel expenses for the Caddo 
Nation to be engaged with this project. The total budget allocated for the grass house is $120,000, $80,000 
from THC and $40,000 from the Friends of Caddo Mounds.  
 
Mr. Souther explained the process of harvesting the needed materials, what they were, how long it could take 
to harvest, and when harvesting could begin. 
 

12. Deputy Executive Director of Historic Sites update 
Bell introduced Karen Stevenson the new director for the National Museum of the Pacific War and provided 
a brief biography. He stated that Stevenson has a BA from Texas Tech University and MA in American 
History from Portland State University. Bell noted that the position was nationally advertised, and applicants 
were interviewed by General Hagee of the Admiral Nimitz Foundation, Rorie Cartier, and himself. He 
concluded noting that she was the Director of Visitor Services at the NMPW prior to accepting the position 
as director. 
 
Bell noted that he is nearing completion of the transfer documentation of Blinn College artifacts to THC 
stewardship, as well as the transfer of the museum building to THC. He noted that an agreement document 
will be drafted with the college to formalize the Star of the Republic Museum, Blinn College Advisory 
Committee. Commissioner Crain is a member of that committee. The Washington-on-the-Brazos Advisory 
Committee meets regularly to review the master planning work underway with Gallagher & Associates which 
includes the Star of the Republic Museum.  
 
Bell stated that the estimated renovation budget of $42.8M included enclosing the entry portico to create a 
more welcoming entry as well as to upgrade the exhibit halls. The museum represents $20.1M. The Star of 
the Republic Museum renovation was reduced to $15M. The overall square footage was reduced, so no entry 
expansion will happen, and the second floor is to be left open for changing exhibit with future funding and 
sponsorship. 
 
There were four projects submitted to the General Land Office (GLO) for grant funding to address future 
emergency preparation. Bell noted that they were for San Jacinto Battleground, Varner-Hogg Plantation, 
Sabine Pass Battleground, and New Historic Sites Collection Storage Facility. He stated that the GLO 
scoring is complete and only one project exceeded the minimum score of 65 and that was San Jacinto which 
scored 67. Varner-Hogg scored a 64 and staff is hopeful that it will be considered if funding is available. 
 
Bell explained that the grant for San Jacinto would cover the battleground landscape restoration, monument 
repairs and restoration of the North shore. He noted that the amount requested for this project is $35M. 
 
He continued noting that the Varner-Hogg grant was to cover additional acres for flood water detention, for 
construction of earthen spillways, to repair emergency access and road systems, to construct a 10,000 square 
foot multi-purpose learning center that can be used as a local emergency command center, and to acquire 
land. This will all be associated with the plantation to be used for flood mitigation. Bell noted the amount for 
this project was $8M. 
 
Bell said that the flag plaza in front of the San Jacinto Monument is being activated for the site’s 
interpretation. The poles now fly revolutionary flags and interpretive signage has been installed. Each flag is 
interpreted so the public understands the flags origin and meaning. 
 



 

6 
 

Staff have been working with the Retail, Marketing and Promotions subcommittee. Bell noted that the 
overall objective in developing the Historic Sites’ retail Ecommerce is to be a portal for Texas cultural 
identity, to build brand identity, to strengthen our brand loyalty, to create iconic site-based product lines, to 
inspire public visitation through retail, and enhance the visitor experience on-site and on the web. Staff has 
been doing their due diligence and exploring systems and potential partners, both with a state and with non-
profit partner. It is staff’s recommendation that the best avenue was working to develop the Ecommerce 
with a non-profit allowing the THC to create a custom platform that will work to address its needs. There 
was some discussion on retail allowances and how to grow a business while still following statute. Bell 
concluded that as part of the product development, iconic images and symbols are being activated and 
described the photo being shown as the mock-up of the Magoffin Home Angel. 
 
The French Ambassador and Consul General from Houston visited Castroville to celebrate his Alsatian 
heritage. Bell noted that on his community visit, his entourage stopped by the Landmark Inn State Historic 
Site. There was a small gathering at the site where the Ambassador was presented with a site’s Fiesta pin. 
 
The Consul General requested a tour of the French Legation to look over the completed restoration. Staff 
hosted him and gave a tour of the house and grounds. Bell noted that the Consul General let staff know that 
the Ambassador would like to attend the site’s grand opening once the visitor center interior buildout is 
completed. The event is currently in the planning phase for an October date. 
 
Bell stated that as part of improving the visitor experience, customer service training was identified as being 
needed on a regular basis. He noted that Historic Site were providing Hospitality Training utilizing the Texas 
A&M Extension training series. 
 
Bell said that Levi-Jordan and Fort Griffin experienced flooding in the last few months due to heavy 
downpours. He noted that the largest impact was at Fort Griffin. The flood water came within feet of the 
Site Manager’s residence and that a large portion of the campground was underwater. There was only minor 
damage. The visitor center and Longhorn Herd were unaffected as they are on higher ground. 
 
Noting the next photo, Bell said that these are the new breading hogs at the Barrington planation. They are 
Ossabaw Island Hogs which are descendants of hogs brought to American by Spanish explores in the 1500s. 
The hogs are registered through the Livestock Conservancy and are most like those raised at Barrington 
when Anson Jones’s family occupied the house. Bell noted that all the livestock at the historic site are owned 
by the WOB Foundation and used in the Barrington Planation living history program. It includes, chickens, 
turkeys, cows, oxen, and these hogs. 
 
Bell said that all Commissioners are invited to the Armstrong County Museum’s Goodnight Under the Stars 
event at the Charles and Mary Ann Goodnight Ranch SHS on August 21 from 5pm to midnight. It is their 
annual fundraising event. 
 
Bell stated that a trucker dropped a load of hazardous material at San Jacinto just before the 4th of July 
Independence Day holiday. The material is totally cleaned up and contained. The incident is now under 
criminal investigation. 
 
Staff is in the beginning phase of reinstalling the lens at the Port Isabel Lighthouse. Bell noted that a 
structural engineer has been contacted to ensure that the structure is able to withhold the weight of the lens. 
It has been without a lens since 1905. 
 

13. Adjournment  
At 4:48pm, Chairman Crain asked for any other business to be brought before the committee. There being 
none, he stated without objection that the Historic Sites Committee meeting was adjourned.  
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Quarterly Report 
 

Historic Sites Division 
July–September 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OPERATIONS 
Visitation and outreach at the sites this quarter was 
190,002, 55.8 percent higher than this time last year.  
For the year, visitation was up 8.2 percent compared 
to last year.  
 
Work is underway to open three historic sites. 
Mission Dolores will have its grand opening October 
9. French Legation will open to the public on 
October 27 and San Felipe de Austin townsite, Villa 
de Austin, will have its dedication on November 12. 
 
Hurricane Nicholas came on shore near Levi Jordan 
Plantation. There was minor structural damage at 
both Levi Jordan and Varner-Hogg Plantations, San 
Jacinto, and Sabine Pass Battleground. Most of the 
impact of the storm was on trees. There were several 
trees downed at the two plantations and at San 
Jacinto. Internet and power were down but recovered 
quickly. The new structures at Levi Jordan weathered 
the storm very well, with reported winds at 108 mph 
at the height of the storm. 
 
The reflection pool pumps and elevator at San Jacinto 
Battleground and Monument are repaired, with the 
cables and brakes having been upgraded. The elevator 
needs a final inspection before opening to the public.  
 
Site staff have been working with the Battleship Texas 
Foundation on renewing its agreement with THC for 
one more year and ongoing planned events. The last 
open house over the Labor Day weekend was 
successful. The next open house with tours will be 
December 4–5. 
 
FRIENDS GROUPS 
Work continues with non-profits to facilitate 
communications between Friends Group board 
members and THC staff. This fall, the coordinator will 
be attending numerous site events to touch base with 
Friends Groups personally, and at some sites such as 

the French Legation, in anticipation of meeting 
potential new Friends Group members. 
 
In July, the Friends of the THC selected the 2022 
Friends Alliance Award winner, the Friends of 
Washington-on-the-Brazos. Their board president has 
been notified of the award and planning is underway to 
recognize the group during a ceremony at the Real 
Places conference.  
 
The coordinator has met with French Legation staff to 
organize a stakeholder meeting to lay the groundwork 
for a new Friends Group for the site. 
 
The monthly e-newsletter, “First Friday News for 
Friends,” continues delivering nonprofit training 
opportunities, Friends Group announcements, and 
MOA reminders. The next virtual Friends Group happy 
hour is being planned for the fall. 
 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
Caddo Mounds: As wet weather has abated, the pace of 
construction on the Caddo Cultural Center Phase I has 
picked up. The substantial completion date is February 
24, 2022.  
 
Fort Griffin and Fort Lancaster: The ruins 
stabilization work began at Fort Griffin in mid-
September. Work at Fort Lancaster will follow. 
 
French Legation: Construction work is finishing by 
Foodworks to build out the café in the visitor center.  
 
Levi Jordan Plantation: The Learning Center Complex 
project broke ground in December 2020 and is now 83 
percent complete. The architectural and exhibit design 
work for the visitor center project is progressing. The 
design team is actively collaborating with the African 
American Advisory Group. 
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Magoffin Home: Structural repairs to the visitor 
center are underway and will be completed in spring 
2022.   
 
Palmito Ranch Battlefield: The engineering design for 
the proposed elevated viewing platform is proceeding.  
 
San Felipe de Austin: Phase 2 of the Villa de Austin 
project is complete. The reconstruction of the burned 
courthouse is underway.   
 
Varner-Hogg Plantation: Construction documents for 
foundation repairs and exterior preservation of the 
plantation house are in development. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
The second submission of the new interpretive 
master plan for Fulton Mansion has been reviewed 
and returned to the contract team. We expect the next 
submission addressing previous comments in early 
October.  
 
The Levi Jordan Advisory Committee continues to 
meet to assist and advise the contract team on the 
creation of the interpretive concepts and give input 
on the museum design. 
 
The major exhibit and interpretative redesign project 
at the Star of the Republic Museum is proceeding. 
The contract team presented its 95 percent 
interpretive plan documents, and THC comments 
were returned in early September.  
 
The installation of an immersive period room has 
been completed in the wash house at Landmark Inn 
and will be integrated into tours and programs.  
 
Work continues to prepare the Villa de Austin at San 
Felipe for its grand opening in November. 
 
A primary outdoor interpretive panel for Fort 
McKavett has been installed on the main pathway from 
the visitor center into the historic fort core. 
 
The Starr Family Home will be the host site for the 
2022 Texas Living History Association conference. Site 
staff is working on interpretive plans to highlight the 
sites’ history and collections with special programs and 
tours. 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
Jamie Ross, Archeology Collections Manager, and the 
Friends of the THC received an NEH Grant for 
$101, 673 for the processing, preservation, and 
digitization of the archeological legacy collection at 
Mission Dolores. 
 
Per Senate Bill 1177, the Austin collections team has 
identified a multi-agency cultural collections task force to 
discuss initiatives for a joint cultural agency collections 
storage facility and multi-agency collections database; the 
kickoff meeting is scheduled for October 14. 
 
Historic Sites received collections donations for 
Eisenhower Birthplace, Fulton Mansion, Magoffin 
Home, San Felipe de Austin, and Star of the Republic 
Museum. 
 
Reproduction Wilton-style carpets for Fulton 
Mansion are being produced by spring 2022, funded 
by a grant through the National Park Service. Staff 
continue to prepare for grant project submissions in 
fall 2021 and provide necessary reporting. 
 
Staff is hosting a workshop on October 6 at the Witte 
Museum in San Antonio for Historic Sites educators on 
the topic of using archeological collections for outreach. 
Instructors are from UT San Antonio, TPWD, and the 
Houston Archeological Society. 
  
The curatorial team aided the retail team in product 
design and development for Magoffin Home and Sam 
Bell Maxey House resale items.  
 
Collections staff actively participated in the Fulton 
Mansion and Washington-on-the-Brazos interpretive 
master plans. 
 
This summer, Remi McCoy, a graduate student at 
Texas A&M University, interned at the Curatorial 
Facility preparing archeological collections for 
conservation. 
 













































https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/la-bahia
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/tx/tx20.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/tx/tx20.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/tx/tx20.htm
https://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/126070
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Item 14.5 
Texas Historical Commission 

Quarterly Meeting 
October 29, 2021 

 
Consider approval of a resolution in support of the Dark Sky Certification at  

Texas Historical Commission State Historic Sites 
 
 
Background: 
The Friends of Fort McKavett have been pursuing Dark Sky certification over the past year. To 
move forward with the certification, it is required to have an approved resolution in support of the 
program from the Texas Historical Commission. The overall objective is to preserve the night sky 
from light trespass and to utilize methods to protect its visibility and enjoyment for landowners and 
visitors. The Texas Historical Commission will encourage outdoor lighting fixtures and practices 
that follow up-to-date suggested guidelines and use available technologies for efficient, cost-
effective, non-intrusive lighting at its historic sites and will work with its partners to educate and 
encourage landowners, businesses, resident communities, and public entities to join this 
commitment to reduce light trespass. 
 
 
Suggested Motion (Committee): 
Move that the committee send forward to the Commission and recommend approval of the 
resolution in support of the Dark Sky Certification Texas Historical Commission State Historic 
Sites. 
 
Suggested Motion (Commission): 
Move to approve the resolution in support of the Dark Sky Certification Texas Historical 
Commission State Historic Sites. 
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